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ADJUDICATION 

BACKGROUND: 

 

The Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement of the Pennsylvania State Police issued this 

citation on December 10, 2013.  The citation alleges that Licensee violated the Liquor Code, 47 P.S. 

§4-493(34), on September 14, 2013, by permitting the use on the inside or outside of the licensed 

premises of a loudspeaker or similar device whereby the sound of music or other entertainment, or 

the advertisement thereof, could be heard beyond licensee’s property line. 

A hearing was held on September 23, 2014 in Plymouth Meeting, Pennsylvania.   

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. The Bureau investigated Licensee during the period September 13 through October 1, 

2013, and mailed it written notice of the results on October 18, 2013 (N.T. 84, Exhibit B-1). 

2. This citation was filed on December 10, 2013, and a copy of it was mailed to Licensee 

on that date (N.T. 85, Exhibit B-2). 

3. On September 14, 2013, a liquor enforcement officer arrived in the area of the licensed 

premises and parked his vehicle on East Girard Avenue, about 90 feet beyond Licensee’s property 

line, at which point he could hear loud music.  As he approached the premises the officer saw that a 

part of the street was blocked off with a parked truck.  A sign on the truck read “closed until 8:00 

p.m.”  There were two loudspeakers in that area, in front of Licensee’s sidewalk.  There were 

patrons in this area seated at tables and chairs, drinking alcoholic beverages (N.T. 80-81). 

4. The officer entered the licensed premises and heard the same music he had heard 

outside, coming from a disk jockey, through loudspeakers throughout the premises.  The officer 
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purchased a mixed alcoholic drink.  When asked if he wanted to be inside or outside the officer said 

outside.  The bartender put the drink in a plastic cup, which the officer took outside.  When the 

officer left at 6:30 p.m. he again heard the music outside, at a distance of 90 feet (N.T. 81-83). 

5. The event was “Pil’s Spectacular,” a street festival for which Licensee obtained a permit.  

This allowed the street to be closed and loudspeakers to be positioned in the traffic lanes of the 

closed street, on Astroturf.  The speakers were plugged into Licensee’s basement (N.T. 146-148). 

6. The Department of Streets of the City of Philadelphia issued a permit for a block party 

between 8:00 a.m. and 8:30 p.m. on September 14, 2013, which provides that “PERMISSION IS 

HEREBY GRANTED TO CLOSE THE NORTH CURB & ADJACENT TRAVEL LANE OF 

GIRARD AVENUE, BETWEEN FRANKFORD ADVENUE & SHACKAMAXON STREET.  

(Exhibit L-6). 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Sustained as charged. 

DISCUSSION: 

The city permit says nothing about loudspeakers, and I therefore conclude that the statute 

prohibiting the use of loudspeakers which can be heard beyond Licensee’s property line remained in 

full force and effect.  Licensee can be forgiven for misunderstanding this. 

PRIOR RECORD: 

Licensee has been licensed since July 18, 2003, and has had prior violations, as follows: 

In re Citation No. 07-2250.  $100.00 fine. 

1. Failed to maintain coil cleaning records.  August 24, 2007.             

PENALTY: 

Section 471 of the Liquor Code, 47 P.S. §4-471, prescribes a penalty of license suspension 

or revocation or a fine in the $50.00 to $1,000.00 range, or both, for violations of this type.  The two 

counts are merged for penalty purposes. 

I am persuaded that Licensee has made a good faith effort to operate its premises in a way 

that does not disturb the neighborhood, and that it has responded reasonably to the complaints 

received from the adjacent neighbor. 

There is one further suggestion I might make, which Licensee should seriously consider if it 

wants to eliminate this problem entirely:  (1) go to the main control panel of the sound system in the 

licensed premises and observe the numerical setting of the volume knob.  (2) divide that number by 

2 to arrive at the new setting.  (3) adjust the knob accordingly. 

I suggest this experiment in all seriousness, because it is my personal opinion that 

establishments such as Licensee’s usually have the sound system turned up far louder than it needs 

to be, for reasons I do not understand.  It might be useful to find out whether any of the customers 

complain, now that they can converse with each other in a normal tone of voice. 
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ORDER 

THEREFORE, it is hereby ORDERED that Licensee, Manpants, LLC, License No. R-AP-

SS-3735, shall pay a fine of two hundred dollars ($200.00) within 20 days of the mailing date of 

this order.  In the event the fine is not paid within 20 days, Licensee’s license will be suspended or 

revoked.  Jurisdiction is retained. 

Dated this       27TH            day of           MAY             , 2015. 

  

 

 

 David L. Shenkle, J. 

jb 

   

 

NOTICE:  MOTIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION CANNOT BE ACTED UPON UNLESS THEY ARE IN 

WRITING AND RECEIVED BY THE OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE WITHIN 15 DAYS 

AFTER THE MAILING DATE OF THIS ORDER, ACCOMPANIED BY A $25.00 FILING FEE.   

WHETHER OR NOT RECONSIDERATION HAS BEEN REQUESTED, AGGRIEVED PERSONS MAY 

APPEAL TO THE PLCB, NORTHWEST OFFICE BUILDING, HARRISBURG, PA 17124 WITHIN 30 DAYS 

AFTER THE MAILING DATE OF THIS ORDER.    

THE PLCB CHIEF COUNSEL'S TELEPHONE NUMBER IS 717-783-9454. 

 

 

Detach Here and Return Stub with Payment – Note Citation Number on Check 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

The fine must be paid by cashier’s check, money order, or a check drawn on the business or trust 

account of an attorney licensed in Pennsylvania.  Personal and business checks are NOT 

acceptable unless bank certified.  If you are paying by guaranteed check, please make it payable 

to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and mail it, along with any required documentation, to: 

 

PLCB – Office of Administrative Law Judge 

Brandywine Plaza 

2221 Paxton Church Road 

Harrisburg PA  17110-9661 
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