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ADJUDICATION 

 

BACKGROUND: 

 

 This proceeding arises out of a citation that was issued on January 22, 2019, by the Bureau 

of Liquor Control Enforcement of the Pennsylvania State Police (Bureau) against GRGBookies, 

LLC, License Number R-AP-SS-15472, (Licensee). 

 

  The citation charges Licensee with violation of the Liquor Code at 47 P.S. §4-404, alleging 

that during the period April 4, 2015 through December 6, 2018, Licensee, by its servants, agents 

or employees, failed to adhere to the conditions of the agreement entered into with the Board 

placing additional restrictions upon the subject license. 

 

 Licensee has executed a Statement of Admission, Waiver and Authorization in which 

Licensee: admits to the violation(s) charged in the citation, agrees that the Bureau complied with 

the applicable investigatory and notice requirements of the Liquor Code, authorizes the 

Administrative Law Judge to enter an Adjudication without a hearing based on a summary of facts 

as provided by the Bureau and prior citation history, and waives the right to appeal this 

Adjudication. 
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 Based upon the admission(s) of Licensee and the summary of facts provided by the Bureau, 

I make the following Findings of Fact and reach the following Conclusions of Law: 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

 

1. Licensee applied to purchase and transfer Restaurant Liquor License No. R-15472 for 

use at its premises located at 125 Walnut Street, Philadelphia.  Licensee's application 

was opposed by intervenor Old City District on the basis of an “overabundance of 

liquor licenses” in the area and “the potential of excessive noise.” (Conditional 

Licensing Agreement (CLA), ¶4, p. 1.) The CLA is attached as Exhibit 1. 

 

2. The Board informed Licensee it would be “obligated to refuse a transfer application if 

it…would have an adverse effect on the welfare, health, peace and morals of the 

neighborhood.”  (Id., ¶5, p. 2.) 

 

3. In an attempt to address the concerns of Old City District, and the Board, Licensee 

agreed to enter “an agreement with the Board imposing conditions on both the license 

as well as the premises.”  (Id., ¶6, p. 2) 

 

4. Among the conditions agreed to by Licensee is the obligation to become RAMP 

“compliant” within 90 days of the Board’s approval of the CLA.  Additionally, 

Licensee agreed to remain compliant.  (Id., ¶7(a), p. 2.) 

 

5. Finally, the CLA specifies that its terms will not be fully executed and binding on the 

parties until it is signed by both and “the Board approves the underlying application.”  

(Id., p. 8.) 

 

6. Licensee executed the CLA on October 2, 2014. The Board’s Director of Licensing, 

Tisha Albert, executed the CLA on October 14, 2014.  Board records reflect that 

Licensee's application to purchase and transfer this liquor license was approved 

October 16, 2014. 

 

7. Under the terms of the CLA Licensee had 90 days from October 16, 2014 to become 

RAMP compliant, in other words, by January 14, 2015. 

 

8. On October 31, 2018, Officers entered Licensee's premises and identified themselves 

to Chi Yorizumi, employee-in-charge, and spoke to her about the premises’ RAMP 

certification status.  Ms. Yorizumi contacted Board-approved manager Dan Cestare by 

phone.  Mr. Cestare was not aware of RAMP requirements in Licensee's CLA. 

 

9. On November 21, 2018, Mr. Cestare emailed the Officer and advised him that Licensee 

was attempting to complete the RAMP certification process as soon as possible.   

 

10. The Bureau of Alcohol Education verified that it possessed no record indicating 

Licensee was RAMP certified between April 4, 2015 and December 6, 2018. Its records 

reveal that Licensee became RAMP certified on December 7, 2018.  I have found no 
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evidence in Board records before December 7, 2018, that Licensee became RAMP 

certified at any time after the Board approved its application.   

 

CONCLUSION OF LAW: 

 

  Licensee operated from January 14, 2015 to December 7, 2018, a period exceeding three 

years and 10 months, without becoming RAMP certified as required by its CLA.  Sustained only 

as to the dates of January 22, 2018, to December 7, 2018, in accordance with §471(a) of the Liquor 

Code and Mallios v. BLCE, 633 A.2d 1163 (Pa. 1993). 

 

PRIOR RECORD: 

 

 Licensee has been licensed since October 15, 2014 and has had two prior violations: 

 

 IN RE: 

 

Citation No. 06-0082.  Fine $1,000.00. 

1. Sales after the license expired and had not been renewed and/or validated. 

December 7, 2005. 

  

 Citation No. 09-0036.  Fine $400.00. 

1. Operated the licensed establishment without a valid health permit or license. 

December 19, 2008. 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

 The duration of Licensee's violation is unusually long.  As a result, I informed the parties 

that if I sustained the citation  I would impose a penalty exceeding the recommendation ($250.00).  

Initially, Licensee requested to withdraw its waiver and proceed with a hearing.  I held a phone 

conference with the parties to discuss Licensee's legal arguments and to schedule a due-date for its 

submission of a pre-hearing memorandum.  Licensee acknowledged it did not dispute the facts and 

did not have a defense to the citation.  Rather, it wished to have an opportunity to present mitigating 

facts.  Ultimately, the parties agreed to submit mitigation in writing and to proceed with Licensee's 

waiver. 

 

 Licensee's sole argument in favor of mitigation is that rather than being delinquent in its 

CLA RAMP obligations for over three years and 10 months, it was actually only delinquent since 

December 3, 2017, a period of slightly more than a year.  Licensee bases this argument on the 

belief that Licensee executed the CLA on October 2, 2017, based on the handwritten date by its 

member’s signature.  (See CLA, p. 8.) 

 

 Licensee's argument is not consistent with Board records. The purpose of the CLA was 

expressly stated.  It established pre-conditions necessary to secure the Board’s approval of its 

applications to own and transfer the liquor license to a new location.  Thus, the CLA had to be 

executed before the Board would approve Licensee's application.  The handwritten date on the 

CLA, despite looking at first glance as “2017,” can only be a hastily written “2014.”  Furthermore, 
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references to the CLA appear in Board records long before 2017, something most easily explained 

by its 2014 execution.  In any event, the triggering event for Licensee's 90 days to secure RAMP 

compliance is the Board’s approval of Licensee's application, not the execution of the CLA.  Board 

approval happened on October 16, 2014. 

 

PENALTY: 

 

 For violations of the type found in this case, the Liquor Code permits any of the following 

penalties: (1) a license revocation, (2) a fine in the range of $50.00 to $1,000.00, (3) a license 

suspension, or (4) any combination of a fine and suspension. (47 P.S. §4-471)  In mitigation, some 

consideration shall be given to the fact that Licensee has admitted to the violations as charged in 

this citation and has waived the right to a hearing and appeal.   

 

 Counsel for the Bureau and counsel for Licensee concur in a recommendation to this court 

that a fine in the amount of $250.00 be imposed as an appropriate penalty in this case. I rejected 

the recommendation because it falls below the amount normally imposed for a first violation of 

this type, and because of the length of time Licensee failed to honor its operating conditions.  

Therefore, I am imposing a penalty of $700.00.  

 

ORDER: 

 

 THEREFORE, it is hereby ordered that GRGBookies, LLC, License Number R-AP-SS-

15472, pay a fine of $700.00 within 20 days of the mailing date of this Order.  In the event the fine 

is not paid within 20 days from the mailing date of this Order, Licensee’s license shall be 

suspended or revoked.   

 

 Jurisdiction is retained. 

 

 

Dated this      6TH        day of             MAY                , 2019. 

               
kes                     Richard O’Neill Earley, J. 

 

 

NOTE:  IF YOU WANT THE ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE TO RECONSIDER THIS 

ADJUDICATION, YOU MUST SUBMIT A WRITTEN APPLICATION AND A 

NONREFUNDABLE $25.00 FILING FEE. BOTH MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE OFFICE OF 

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE, (PLCB - OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE, 

BRANDYWINE PLAZA, 2221 PAXTON CHURCH ROAD, HARRISBURG, PA 17110-9661) 

WITHIN 15 DAYS OF THIS ADJUDICATION’S MAILING DATE. YOUR APPLICATION 

MUST DESCRIBE THE REASONS FOR RECONSIDERATION. THE FULL 

REQUIREMENTS FOR RECONSIDERATION CAN BE FOUND IN TITLE 1 PA. CODE 

§35.241.  
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Detach Here and Return Stub with Payment – Note Citation Number on Check 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The fine must be paid by cashier’s check, money order, or a check drawn on the account of an 

attorney licensed in Pennsylvania. Personal and business checks are NOT acceptable unless 

bank certified. Please make your guaranteed check payable to the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania and mail it, along with any required documentation to: 

 

PLCB – Office of Administrative Law Judge 

Brandywine Plaza 

2221 Paxton Church Road 

Harrisburg PA  17110-9661 

 

Credit/Debit Cards may be used: If you have registered with PLCB+ you may pay by 

Credit/Debit card at www.lcb.pa.gov by following the PLCB+ link.  If you have not registered 

with PLCB+ you may obtain the information on how to register by sending an email message to: 

RA-LBLICENSINGMOD@pa.gov.  

 

In Re Citation No. 19-0073 

GRGBookies, LLC 

 

  

  

http://www.lcb.pa.gov/
mailto:RA-LBLICENSINGMOD@pa.gov
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EXHIBIT 1 
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