
 

 

 

 

 

August 13, 2013 

 

    Telephone:  (717) 783-9454 

 FAX:  (717) 787-8820 

 

Lorraine Morgan, Manager 

Richard E. Craft American Legion Home Corporation 

 

 Re: Social Membership 

 

Dear Ms. Morgan: 

 

ISSUE:  This is in response to your e-mail dated August 5, 2013, in which you 

inquire whether a person desiring to join your club as a social member must first 

have his membership voted on at a club meeting, or if payment of his dues and 

prior acceptance as a “signed-in guest” on several occasions would permit his 

lawful entry into the club pending the vote.  

 

Records of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“Board”) indicate that Richard 

E. Craft American Legion Home Corporation holds Club Liquor License No. C-

6282 (LID 36169) for use by it at premises located at 1975 Leesburg-Grove City 

Road, Mercer, Pennsylvania.  You are the manager/steward of record.  

 

OPINION:  Section 406 of the Liquor Code provides that “[n]o club licensee nor 

its officers, servants, agents or employees, other than one holding a catering club 

license, shall sell any liquor or malt or brewed beverages to any person except a 

member of the club.”  [47 P.S. § 4-406(a)(1)].   Section 102 of the Liquor Code 

requires that members be admitted only after submission of an application, an 

investigation of the application, a vote on the application, and dues are charged and 

collected.  [47 P.S. § 1-102].  There is no distinction in the Liquor Code between 

social members and other categories of members that a club might have.  

Therefore, a person is not considered to be a member until all the above-noted 

conditions have been met, including most relevantly to your question, a vote on the 

person’s membership application.    

 

For your further information, the Board’s Regulations provide that a club must 

maintain on the licensed premises complete membership records, showing the date 

of application of the proposed member, the date of admission after election, as well 

as the date initiation fees and dues are paid and the amounts.  [40 Pa. Code §§ 5.72, 
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5.75].  The record must also show the name of the sponsor and “other remarks 

desirable.”  [40 Pa. Code § 5.72].  Next, the record must be either on a ruled form 

or, preferably, a card index, and carry at the top the name of the member, the 

address of the member, and the serial number of the membership card issued.  A 

separate sheet or card must be prepared for each member, and when members are 

dropped or resign, their cards must be removed from the active file and placed in 

the inactive file for two (2) years. 

 

Finally, please be advised that a club licensee is required to adhere to its 

constitution and bylaws.  [40 Pa. Code § 5.81].   If you have any further questions 

or concerns regarding the Liquor Code or the Board’s Regulations, please do not 

hesitate to again contact this office. 

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION 

DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR 

OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO 

ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS 

BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND 

REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS 

BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE 

PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD. 

 

Very truly yours,  

 

 

 

FAITH S. DIEHL 

CHIEF COUNSEL 

 

cc:   Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement 

Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 

 Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

 Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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