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AMENDED ADVISORY OPINION 
 
Larry Robinson 

 

 RE: Club Dues Requirement 
 

Dear Mr. Robinson: 

 
ISSUE:  This is in response to your e-mail dated February 17, 2014, wherein you 

inquire about charging different amounts of dues for different types of club 

memberships.  Records maintained by the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board 

(“Board”) indicate that B.A. Good Post 8685 V.F.W. Home Association is the 

holder of Catering Club Liquor License No. CC 5414 (LID 3926) for the premises 

located at 126 North 16th Street, Altoona, Pennsylvania. 
 

You indicate that your VFW post has three types of membership (VFW, Ladies 

Auxiliary, and Home Association).  You question whether your VFW post may 

charge different amounts of money for annual dues based on each class of 

membership. 

 
OPINION:  The requirements for memberships in a club are governed by the 

club’s constitution and/or bylaws, and each club’s procedures must be consistent 

with its constitution and bylaws.  [40 Pa. Code § 5.81].  There is no limitation 

within the Liquor Code or the Board’s Regulations relative to the number or 

classes of memberships maintained by the club.  However, section 102 of the 

Liquor Code requires that members be admitted only after submission of an 
application, an investigation of the application, a vote on the application, and dues 

are charged and collected.  [47 P.S. § 1-102].  The Liquor Code does not dictate 

the amount of dues to be charged nor how often they are to be collected. 

 

It should be noted that a club “may waive or reduce in amount, or pay from its club 

funds, the dues of any person who was a member at the time he was inducted into 
the military service of the United States or was enrolled in the armed forces of the 

United States pursuant to any selective service act during the time of the member's 

actual service or enrollment.”  [Id.] 
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Keep in mind, however, that a licensee is subject to citation for violations of the 

laws of the Commonwealth [47 P.S. § 4-471(a)], which includes the Pennsylvania 

Human Relations Act (“PHRA”).  Therefore, a licensee cannot unlawfully 

discriminate against classes that are protected under the PHRA.  Examples of 

unlawful discrimination would be denying access or charging a different admission 

price to a person on the basis of race or gender.  This office is not authorized to 
determine whether your different charges for different classes of members would 

violate the PHRA, so for a more definitive answer to your question, you should 

contact the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission at www.phrc.state.pa.us or 

at (717) 787-4410, or a private attorney. 

 

If you have any additional questions regarding the Liquor Code or the Board’s 
Regulations, please feel free to again contact this office. 

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION 

DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR 

OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO 
ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS 

BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND 

REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS 

BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE 

PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD. 

 
Very truly yours, 

 

FAITH S. DIEHL 

CHIEF COUNSEL 

 

cc: Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement 
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