
 

 

 
 
February 26, 2014 Telephone:  (717) 783-9454 

           Fax:  (717) 787-8820 

 

Sharon Klay 

Christian W. Klay Winery 

412 Fayette Springs Road, P.O. Box 309 

Chalk Hill, Pa 15421-0309 

Via Email:  smklay@hotmail.com  

 

 RE:  Limited Distiller License  
 

Dear Ms. Klay: 

 

ISSUE:  This office is in receipt of your email of January 31, 2014, wherein you advise 

that you are beginning an application for a Limited Distillery (“AL”) license.  You pose a 
number of questions which will be answered below. 

 

Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“Board”) records indicate that Christian W Klay 

Winery, Inc. is the holder of Limited Winery License No. LK-125 (LID 39049) for use 
by it at premises located at 412 Fayette Springs Road, P.O. Box 309, Chalk Hill, 

Pennsylvania. 

 
OPINION:  You have asked three (3) questions, which will be answered as follows: 

 

1) Can a person be an officer and/or shareholder in a Limited Winery (“LK”) license 

and an AL license? 

 

Yes.  Both an AL and an LK are considered manufacturing licenses.  While the general 

rule in section 438(c) of the Liquor Code is that no person shall possess more than one 

(1) class of license, there is nothing in the Liquor Code or Board’s Regulations 

prohibiting an entity from holding multiple licenses, provided such licenses are of the 

same class.  

 

2)  Is it possible to apply for “prior authorization” when proposing new construction 
for a distillery building? 

 
It is assumed you are referring to prior approval under section 403 of the Liquor Code.  

[47 P.S. § 4-403].   A licensee may apply for “prior approval” of the plans for the 

renovated premises, in order to assure that it may be licensed before it undertakes the 

mailto:smklay@hotmail.com


Sharon Klay 

February 26, 2014 

Page 2 

expense of renovation.  [Id.].   Typically, this is reserved for retail licenses, such as hotel 

or restaurant licensees.  However, the Board’s Bureau of Licensing (“Licensing”) has 

issued prior approval to LK applicants previously.  You may wish to contact Licensing 

and provide it with your proposed plans. 

 

3) Are there specific Board guidelines or requirements for the construction of a 
distillery building? 

 

No. Section 102 of the Liquor Code [47 P.S. § 1-102] defines distillery as “…any 

premises or plant wherein alcohol or liquor is manufactured, made and distilled from raw 

materials, blended or rectified, or any place wherein alcohol or liquor is produced by any 

method suitable for the production of alcohol.”  [47 P.S. § 1-102].  Both the Liquor Code 

and Board’s Regulations are silent as to the physical dimensions required.  However, 

there may be Federal requirements that you must abide by.  You may wish to contact the 

Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (“TTB”) to determine if it has relevant 
regulations. 

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED 
HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM 

CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE.  THE 

PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY 

UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES 

ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE 
LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD 

 

Very truly yours, 

  

 

 

FAITH S. DIEHL 
CHIEF COUNSEL 

 

cc:   Pennsylvania State Police,  

      Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement  

 Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 

    Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

 Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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