
May 2, 2014 Telephone:  (717) 783-9454 

 FAX:  (717) 787-8820 

 
Keely Hrivnak 

E:  Walk-out Tabs at Bar

 

Dear Ms. Hrivnak: 

  

ISSUE:  This is in response to your e-mail sent April 22, 2014, wherein you 
inquire about the legality of a policy requiring bartenders to pay any unpaid tabs 

resulting from a customer leaving the bar without paying his/her tab. 

  

Records of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“Board”) indicate that Pub 

Partners, LLC, holds Hotel Liquor License No. H-3790 (LID 51485) for the 

premises located at 562 Lincoln Street, Oxford, Pennsylvania.   
  

OPINION:  As a preliminary matter, please note that if a customer’s bill includes 

only food and non-alcoholic beverages, the restaurant may accept payment in 

whatever method it chooses.  However, if the bill includes alcohol, payment of the 

bill must be in accordance with the Liquor Code and the Board’s Regulations.  

 
While section 493(2) of the Liquor Code prohibits sales or purchases of liquor or 

malt or brewed beverages by licensees on credit, any retail licensee selling liquor 

or malt or brewed beverages may accept cash, checks, credit cards or debit 

cards. [47 P.S. § 4-493(2)].  Failure to ensure payment through one of these 

methods at the time of purchase and permitting the customer to leave the premises 

without tendering payment may be considered an impermissible extension of credit 
under the Liquor Code and the Board’s Regulations. Retail licensees may issue 

lines of credit to customers only through licensee-issued credit cards following 

written application by the customer, records of which must be maintained by the 

licensee.  [40 Pa. Code § 11.192].   

 

Therefore, to the extent that your establishment is permitting tabs to remain 
unpaid, you may be in violation of the Liquor Code.  Beyond that, the Liquor Code 
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does not address payment of tabs, nor whether unpaid tabs can be imposed upon a 

server or bartender.  

 
Please be advised, however, that there may very well be federal or Pennsylvania 

laws, beyond the Liquor Code and Board Regulations, which address whether 

servers and bartenders can be held financially responsible for unpaid tabs.  It is 

suggested that you consult with a private attorney regarding the applicable laws 

pertaining to this issue.   

 
Please do not hesitate to contact this office if you have any additional questions. 

  

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION 

DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR 

OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO 

ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS 
BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND 

REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS 

BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE 

PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD. 

  

 
Very truly yours, 

  

  

 

  

FAITH S. DIEHL 

CHIEF COUNSEL 

 

cc: Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement 
 Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 

 Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

 Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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