
   

July 17, 2014                  Telephone: (717) 783-9454 

                    Fax: (717) 787-8820 

Sam Cummings 

  

  

RE:  Limited Distillery Licensed Premises 

Dear Mr. Cummings: 

  

ISSUE:  This is in response to your e-mail of June 19, 2014, in which you stated 

that you recently had the grand opening of your limited distillery and subsequently 
were notified that you would be receiving a citation from the Pennsylvania State 

Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement (“Bureau”) because you did not 

have the proper permit required for your event.  You explain in your e-mail to this 

office that you have three (3) acres of property and that you had placed a tent 

outside your building.   

 
It is your understanding that you may sell food and liquor at your distillery both on 

and off the licensed premises.  You cite Act 113, which amended section 5-505.4 

of the Liquor Code, in support of this contention.  You also indicate that you are 

setting up a tent outside for a band, and you hope to set up a bar under this tent.  

You do not indicate whether this would be a one-time event, or whether it is 

expected to stay in place for a period of time.  You ask for clarification of what is 
required to lawfully hold your planned events.  

 

Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“Board”) records indicate that CJ Spirits LLC 

holds Limited Distillery License No. AL-11 (LID 68103) for the premises located 

at 120 Willow Run Drive, Kane, Pennsylvania.  A sketch of the licensed premises 

is attached to this response for your convenience.   
 

OPINION:  Please be advised that the information contained in this letter is for 

prospective use only.  To the extent your inquiry involves a pending citation, 

please be advised that the Board acts as an appellate court on citations adjudicated 

from an Administrative Law Judge.  It would, therefore, be improper for this office 

to address the specific incident described in your e-mail.   
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The following information is available to the public on the internet and you may 

find it helpful.  As you correctly noted, section 505.4(b)(4)  of the Liquor Code 

states as follows: 

 

The holder of a limited distillery license may sell food for 
consumption on or off the licensed premises and at the limited 

distillery's additional board-approved locations, and may sell by the 

glass, at the licensed premises and at the limited distillery's additional 

board-approved locations, only liquor that may otherwise be sold by 

the bottle. 

 
[47 P.S. § 5-505.4(b)(4)].  In addition, the Board’s Regulations state as 

follows: 

 

A licensed limited distillery or distillery may sell on the licensed 

premises liquor produced on the premises in accordance with the 

Liquor Code and this title.  
 

[40 Pa. Code § 11.221(a)].  

 

There are two key points that you seem to misapprehend.  First, you may sell food 

and liquor on the licensed premises that your customers may either consume on or 

off of your licensed premises.  This is not the same as you being permitted to sell 
liquor off of your licensed premises.  Furthermore, your licensed premises 

currently only includes certain sections of the interior of your building, and not 

your entire three (3) acre property.   Please refer to the attached sketch and direct 

any specific questions to the Bureau of Licensing (“Licensing”) by calling 717-

783-8250.   

   
You may apply for an extension of premises to cover an area that is currently not 

licensed, customarily a patio or deck area, for purposes of outdoor events.  This 

may be a permanent extension or a temporary extension, depending on your 

business needs and your compliance with all applicable rules and regulations.  You 

may obtain information about extensions by calling Licensing at the above-noted 

telephone number or by going onto the Board’s website at www.lcb.state.pa.us, 
then selecting “Licensees,” then “Applications and Forms,” then “Forms,” then 

PLCB-1708 “Application for Extension of Wholesale License to Cover Additional 

Premises.”  Additionally, the Board’s website contains links to the Liquor Code 

and Board’s Regulations on the tab marked “Legal.”  You are directed to section 5-

505.4 of the Liquor Code [47 P.S. § 5-505.4] and to Board Regulations 7.21 

http://www.lcb.state.pa.us/
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through and including 7.25.  [40 Pa. Code § 7.21 – 7.25].    

 

For your general information, you may also, separately or in conjunction with 

other limited distillery licensees, sell bottled liquors produced by your distillery at 

no more than two (2) Board-approved locations other than the licensed premises.  
There is no bottling or production requirement at those additional Board-approved 

locations.  Note that this arrangement must be Board-approved before any sales 

take place.  [47 P.S. § 5-505.4(b)(2)(i)].  

 

On the issue of setting up a tent outside for a band and a bar, please note that this 

requires Board approval for the extension of premises as outlined above, but that it 
may also involve local ordinances.  It is recommended that you seek private 

counsel experienced in liquor law to guide you in the development of your 

commercial enterprise.   

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION 
DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR 

OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO 

ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS 

BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND 

REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS 

BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE 
PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD. 

  

Very truly yours, 

  

 

   
FAITH S. DIEHL 

CHIEF COUNSEL 

  

cc:    Pennsylvania State Police,  

Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement  

Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 
Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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