
 

 

 

 

February 20, 2015  
  

 

Bob Morgantini 

 

RE:  Wine Tasting Event 

  
Dear Mr. Morgantini: 

  

ISSUE:  This office is in receipt of your e-mail dated January 27, 2015, wherein 

you indicate that there is a group who would like to use your hotel as the site for a 

wine tasting.  You state that you spoke with the Pennsylvania Liquor Control 

Board’s (“Board”) Bureau of Licensing and the Pennsylvania State Police and 
were advised to contact this office.  You further explain that the tasting will feature 

wines that are not available in Pennsylvania.  You ask if this is permissible.    

 

Records of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“Board”) indicate that SFP 

East Shore Associates, Inc., t/a Best Western Premier Central Hotel and 

Conference Center, holds Hotel License No. H-5151 (LID 46784) for use by it at 
premises located at 800 East Park Drive, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

 

OPINION:  Be advised that a “tasting” or “tasting event” is defined by the Board’s 

Regulations as “[a] presentation of alcoholic products to the public for the purpose 

of market research, disseminating product information and education of the public 

as to quality and availability.”  [40 Pa. Code § 13.201].  In Pennsylvania, prior 
approval is not required to conduct product “tastings” for market research and for 

the purpose of educating consumers as to the quality and availability of wines, 

spirits, and malt or brewed beverages.  Tastings may be conducted by sponsors on 

licensed or unlicensed premises.  [40 Pa. Code § 13.211(a)].  A sponsor may be 

any licensed vendor, importer, distributor, importing distributor or manufacturer or 

its agent or employee who is twenty-one (21) years of age or older.  [40 Pa. Code § 
13.201]. 

 

When conducted by a sponsor, a tasting is subject to the following:  (1) the 

products used must be legally procured, properly registered, and taxes paid [40 Pa. 

Code § 13.211(b)(1)]; (2) there can be no purchase requirement associated with the 
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tasting [40 Pa. Code § 13.211(b)(2)]; (3) there can be no cooperative advertising 

associated with the tasting event; (4) wine and spirits manufacturers or their agents 

must be registered pursuant to Board Regulations; and (5) no more the one (1) 
standard-sized alcoholic beverage of each product shall be provided to each tasting 

participant.  A standard-sized serving of wine is four (4) ounces.  [40 Pa. Code § 

13.211(b)(3)].   

  

As mentioned above, there can be no purchase requirement for a tasting 

event.  Therefore, the alcohol provided must truly be free and cannot be predicated 
upon the purchase of an admission ticket, a donation or payment of any other 

fee.  Accordingly, anyone who attends a sponsor-led tasting must be able to request 

and receive a tasting of wine provided that the individual is over twenty-one (21) 

and not visibly intoxicated. 

  

Additionally, please be aware that since the tasting will feature wines not available 
in Pennsylvania, the group conducting the tasting may have difficulty meeting the 

requirement that the products used must be legally procured, properly registered, 

and taxes paid.  Products not listed for regular sale through the Board’s wine and 

spirits stores may be acquired by residents of the Commonwealth (including 

licensees of the Board) via special liquor order (“SLO”).  [47 P.S. § 3-305].  SLOs 

may be placed at any of the Board’s wine and spirits stores.   
 

Finally, it is recommended that you review the document entitled “Procedures and 

Policies for Vendors,” which contains detailed information on the Board’s listing 

process regarding SLOs, as well as helpful information for potential vendors.  You 

can access the document on-line at the Board’s website, www.lcb.state.pa.us, by 

clicking on “Industry Partners,” then “Sell Products in PA,” then select 
“Procedures & Policies for Vendors Manual.” 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact this office should you have additional questions. 

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION 

DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR 
OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO 

ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS 

BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND  

 

REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS  

http://www.lcb.state.pa.us/
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BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE 

PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD. 

  
Very truly yours,  

 

 

 FAITH S. DIEHL 

CHIEF COUNSEL 

 
cc:   Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement  

 Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 

 Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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