
 

 

 
 

March 10, 2015  

  

Francis X. O’Brien, Esquire 

F.X. O’Brien Associates LLC 

411 Walnut Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17101 

 Re: Importing Distributor Manufacturing Personal Beer 

 

Dear Mr. O’Brien: 

 

ISSUE:  This is in response to your e-mail of December 18, 2014, wherein you 
advise that a client holds an importing distributor (“ID”) license.  You state that 

your client would like to brew beer as a recreational activity and, because there is 

plenty of room available at the licensed premises, he would like to set up a non-

commercial, small-scale brewing operation on the licensed premises.  You suggest 

that, if it would make a difference, the client may be able to delete a small section 

from his licensed area where the brewing equipment would sit.  You further advise 
that the client is aware of the requirement that he limit his production of beer to no 

more than two hundred (200) gallons each year.  Finally, you note that the client 

would not sell the finished product, but would give it to friends, family, and 

“others” for their enjoyment.  You ask if this would be permitted under 

Pennsylvania law.  

 
OPINION:  Section 443 of the Liquor Code generally prohibits an ID license 

holder, or its officers or directors, from being a manufacturer.  [47 P.S. § 4-443].  

In addition, section 492(12) of the Liquor Code prohibits an ID from engaging in 

any other business whatsoever, without Board approval.  [47 P.S. § 4-492(12)].  

Further, while section 492(12)(ii) would authorize you to sell homebrewing 

equipment, it does not authorize you to engage in homebrewing.  
 

Therefore, as long as your client holds an ID license or is an officer or director of 

an ID, he may not manufacture beer, with or without a license, either on the 

licensed premises or at some other location.   
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THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION 

DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR 
OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO 

ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS 

BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND 

REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS 

BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE 

PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD. 
  

Very truly yours,  

  

  

  

FAITH S. DIEHL 
CHIEF COUNSEL 

  

cc: Pennsylvania State Police, 

Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement 

Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 

Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 
Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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