
March 26, 2015 

 

Jessica Roberts, Esquire 
Neighborhood Attorneys, LLC 

8 East Pine Avenue 

Washington, PA 15301 

 

RE:   License Ownership Transfer Question 

 
Dear Attorney Roberts: 

  

ISSUE:   This office is in receipt of your e-mail dated February 25, 2015, in which 

you inquire about the process of transferring a liquor license, currently held by the 

president of a bar, to the vice president of the bar.  You indicate that the business 

will be transferred to the vice president, and the president will no longer be 
associated with the business.  For purposes of this response, it will be assumed that 

you are asking on behalf of a current Board-approved licensee. 

  

OPINION:  Typically, the transfer of ownership of a license from one person or 

entity to another requires the filing of a transfer application with the 

Board.  Although not specifically stated in your e-mail, it appears as though the 
transfer in ownership to which you refer is actually a change in officers for the 

corporate entity that holds the liquor license.  If so, please be advised that section 

5.91 of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board’s (“Board”) Regulations requires a 

corporation, association or other Board-licensed entity, with the exception of a 

club, having officers, or directors or stockholders, to report a change in such 

officers, directors or stockholders within fifteen (15) days [40 Pa. Code § 5.91(a)].  
Therefore, the licensee will need to file an Application for Notice of Change in the 

Officers, Directors, Stockholders or Manager of Licensed Corporation, Except 

Clubs.  That form may be obtained by contacting the Bureau of Licensing 

(“Licensing”) at 717-783-8250, or by visiting the Board’s website at 

www.lcb.state.pa.us, clicking on “Licensees,” then “Applications/Forms 

Overview,” then “Forms,” and selecting “PLCB-866.”  
 

If the current licensee intends to transfer ownership of the license to a different 

legal entity, rather than merely changing the ownership or corporate structure of 

the current entity, then a transfer application must be filed with Licensing.  You 

can obtain a transfer application by calling Licensing at the phone number 

provided above, or by going to the Board’s website at 
http://www.lcb.state.pa.us, clicking on “Licensees,” then clicking on 
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“Applications/Forms Overview,” then “Forms,” then “PLCB-21 Application for 

Transfer of License and Permit.”  Please be advised that the entity acquiring the 

license must meet all requirements found in the Liquor Code and the Board’s 
Regulations before a transfer may be approved.   

 

Please do not hesitate to contact this office should you have additional questions. 

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION 

DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR 
OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO 

ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS 

BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND 

REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS 

BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE 

PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD. 
  

Very truly yours,  

 

 

 

FAITH S. DIEHL 
CHIEF COUNSEL 

 

cc: Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement  

 Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 

 Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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