
 

 

 
 

March 24, 2015  

  

Michael Pelino 

Bucks Valley Winery & Vineyards, Inc.  

333 Meadow Grove Road 
Newport, PA 17074 

 

 Re: Fund Raising Event at Limited Winery 

 

Dear Mr. Pelino: 

 
ISSUE:  This is in response to your e-mail of February 18, 2015, wherein you 

advise that your winery will be the location of a fundraising event for the 

Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition (“Coalition”) on June 6, 2015.  You note 

that all of the food and non-alcoholic beverages, silent auction items, and music 

will be donated.  You also note that the Coalition will have a tented area off the 

licensed premises.  Your concerns about the event and about the wording on the 
event brochure will be restated below, followed by this office’s response. 

 

Records of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“Board”) indicate that the 

Bucks Valley Winery & Vineyards, Inc., holds Limited Winery License No. LK-

418 (LID 69610) for the premises at 333 Meadow Grove Road, Newport, 

Pennsylvania.  
 

OPINION:  Before addressing your specific questions, it may be helpful to review 

information regarding tastings and the sale of alcohol by a limited winery.  The 

Board’s Regulations provide that tastings may be conducted by sponsors on 

licensed or unlicensed premises.  [40 Pa. Code § 13.211(a)].  A sponsor may be 

any licensed vendor, importer, distributor, importing distributor or manufacturer or 
its agent or employee who is twenty-one (21) years of age or older.  [40 Pa. Code § 

13.201].  The products used must be legally procured, properly registered, and 

taxes paid.  [40 Pa. Code § 13.211(b)(1)].  No more the one (1) standard-sized 

alcoholic beverage of each product shall be provided to each tasting participant.  A 

standard-sized serving of wine is four (4) ounces.  [40 Pa. Code § 13.211(b)(3)].  

There can be no purchase requirement associated with the tasting.  [40 Pa. Code § 
13.211(b)(2)].  This means that the alcohol provided at a tasting must truly be free 
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and cannot be predicated upon the purchase of an admission ticket, a donation or 

payment of any other fee.   

 
Please note that the Board’s Regulations regarding tastings are written very 

broadly, to apply to a variety of scenarios where tastings may be conducted.  More 

specifically, though, the Liquor Code provides that a limited winery is permitted to 

sell by the glass, at the licensed premises and at any additional Board-approved 

locations, any wine and alcoholic cider that it may sell by bottle.  [47 P.S. § 5-

505.2(a)(6.1)].  The statute does not specify the amount of wine that may be 
provided in a “glass.”   

 

Therefore, as long as the purchase of wine occurs on the licensed premises, and not 

off of the licensed premises – such as in the Coalition’s tented area – it would be 

permissible for your limited winery to sell its wine by the glass, as well as by the 

bottle, to attendees of the event.  
 

Your specific concerns are set forth below: 

 

1. The food and non-alcoholic beverage donations will be given to you to have 

available for the people coming to the event.  Some of this will be on your licensed 

premises; you ask if that is permissible. 
 

Yes, it is permissible to have donated food and non-alcoholic 

beverages on the licensed premises.  

 

2. The silent auction items will be on display inside the winery on the licensed 

area; you ask if this is permissible.  
 

A licensee may be held strictly liable for unlawful gambling and could 

be cited for violation of the Liquor Code and the Board’s Regulations.  

[40 Pa. Code § 5.32(e)(2)].  Because unlawful gambling is a violation 

of the Pennsylvania Crimes Code, this office cannot provide you with 

a legal opinion as to whether the proposed conduct would constitute 
unlawful gambling.  However, it should be noted that unlawful 

gambling consists of the following elements:  (1) consideration or a 

fee or charge to play; (2) an element of chance; and (3) a prize or 

reward.  Pennsylvania Liquor Control Bd. v. PPC Circus Bar, Inc., 96 

Pa. Cmwlth. 115, 506 A.2d 521 (1986).  That being said, some 

activity that is otherwise unlawful is lawful if it is conducted by the 
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holder of a small games of chance license.  You may wish to contact 

the Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement, 

at 717-540-7428, as that entity is charged with the responsibility of 
enforcing the Small Games of Chance Act at licensed establishments. 

You may also contact your County Treasurer’s Office and/or the 

Pennsylvania Department of Revenue, Miscellaneous Tax Division, at 

(717) 787-8275 with any questions or concerns about conducting such 

games.   

 
3. The brochure will have descriptions of some of your wines; you ask if this is 

permissible. 

 

Yes, it is permissible for the brochure to include descriptions of your 

wines.  

 
4. You advise that the Coalition’s draft of the event brochure titled the event “Wine 

Tasting at Bucks Valley Winery & Vineyards to benefit the Pennsylvania Breast 

Cancer Coalition;” you ask if this language is permissible.  In the alternative, you 

ask if “Bucks Valley Winery & Vineyards is hosting a fund raising event to benefit 

the Pennsylvania Breast Cancer Coalition” is permissible. 

 
Either title is permissible. 

 

5. The brochure also includes the following language: “The event will have 

available: wine tasting featuring summer white wines; the bluegrass group Grain; a 

silent auction as well as light refreshments;” you ask if this language is 

permissible. 
 

This language is permissible, subject to the legality of having a silent 

auction on the licensed premises.  

 

Should you have any other questions and/or issues related to the Liquor Code or 

the Board’s Regulations, please feel free to once again contact this office. 
 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION 

DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR 

OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO 

ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS 

BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND 
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REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS 

BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE 

PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD. 
  

Very truly yours,  

  

  

  

FAITH S. DIEHL 
CHIEF COUNSEL 

  

cc: Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement 

Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 

Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
  

LCB Advisory Opinion No. 15-108 


