
April 17, 2015  
  
Robert P. Sabola 
Great Bear Golf Club 
   

RE:  Wine Tasting Dinner by PGR Licensee 

 
Dear Mr. Sabola: 
 
ISSUE:  This office is in receipt of your e-mail dated March 20, 2015, in which you 
describe a proposed wine tasting dinner to be held in October 2015 for members and 
guests of your licensed golf club.  This event will feature between twelve (12) and 
twenty (20) wines for one (1)-ounce tastings by your guests, not to exceed four (4) 
ounces total per attendee.  There will be a buffet dinner included in the event fee.  The 
event will take place in the licensed ballroom of your facility, and no minors will be 
permitted to attend.  All wines will be legally procured, properly registered, and taxes 
paid.  Furthermore, all laws regarding service to visibly intoxicated patrons will be 
strictly enforced.   
 
You ask whether this proposed wine tasting dinner is permissible.  You also seek 
confirmation of your understanding that you may not sell unopened bottles of wine for 
consumption off the licensed premises.   
 
Records of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“Board”) indicate that Shawnees 
Great Bear Golf Course LLC holds Privately-Owned Public Golf Course License No. 
PGR-348 (LID 67612) for use by it at the premises located at 1 Great Bear Way, East 
Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania.  You are the Board-approved manager of record.  
 
OPINION:  A privately-owned public golf course (“PGR”) license is a restaurant 
liquor license for a privately-owned public golf course.  Such a license is applicable to 
restaurant facilities at a privately-owned golf course open for public accommodation.  
[47 P.S. § 4-461(e.1)].  A PGR license permits the sale of liquor (including wine) and 
malt or brewed beverages between 7:00 a.m. and 2:00 a.m. for consumption on the 
premises, but no sales on Sunday unless a Sunday sales permit is held. 
 
Although you refer to “tastings” and “samplings,” and your proposal includes various 
elements that are specific to portions of the Liquor Code and Board Regulations 
regarding those types of events, it seems that what you are actually proposing is what 
is commonly known as a “wine dinner.”  That is, you are procuring the wines to be 
served and you are charging participants one set price for a meal that includes a buffet 
dinner and a limited quantity of wine.  It is not necessary to observe the tasting 
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regulations size restrictions in this situation; however, please note that it would have 
to be a set amount of wine, i.e., the number of one (1) ounce servings that you 
mentioned.   
 
There is nothing in the Liquor Code or the Board’s Regulations that would prohibit 
you from offering an entire dinner, including wine, for a set price that does not 
discount either the food or the wine.  Therefore, you may charge a single price, per 
person, for the buffet dinner with accompanying wine. 
 
In response to your second question, you are correct in your understanding that you 
may not sell bottles of wine for off-premises consumption.  Wine may only be sold in 
Pennsylvania for off-premises consumption by the Board, the holder of a limited 
winery license or the holder of a sacramental wine license.  [47 P.S. § 4-491(2)].   
Sales by limited winery licensees and sacramental wine licensees of bottles of wine 
for off-premises consumption generally must take place on the licensed premises of 
those limited winery licensees and sacramental wine licensees. [Id.].  
 
Should you have any additional questions, do not hesitate to contact this office. 
 
THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED 
HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM 
CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE.  
THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED 
ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND 
POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL 
BOARD.            
           
Very truly yours,  
  
 
FAITH S. DIEHL 
CHIEF COUNSEL 
  
cc:      Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement  
          Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 
          Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 
 Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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