
 

 

 
July 20, 2015 

 

Rebecca Gould 

Glassberg & Doganiero 

81 North Laurel Street 

Hazleton, PA 18201 

VIA E-MAIL:  ncvlaw@ptd.net  

 

 Re: Wine Expo Questions 

 

Dear Ms. Gould: 

 

ISSUE:  This is in response to your e-mail sent July 13, 2015, wherein you advise that you are 

writing on behalf of Edgewood Golf and Banquet Facility (“Edgewood”) in Drums, 

Pennsylvania.  You advise that Edgewood holds a Pennsylvania liquor license and that they are 

having a “food and wine festival.”  You ask whether the wineries may sell unopened bottles of 

wine for off-premises consumption, and whether the wineries may give away free tastings of 

their wine.  

 

Records of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“Board”) indicate that Make It Better LP, 

trading as Edgewood in the Pines, holds Privately Owned Public Golf Course Liquor License 

No. PGR-240 (LID 66748) for the premises at 22 Edgewood Road, Drums, Pennsylvania.  

 

OPINION:  It is assumed, for purposes of this response, that the wineries invited to the festival 

hold Pennsylvania limited winery licenses.  No other wine manufacturer may sell wine directly 

to Pennsylvania consumers.   

 

Moreover, only limited wineries may attend a wine and food exposition, which is defined in the 

Liquor Code as the following:  

 

affairs held indoors or outdoors with the intent of promoting Pennsylvania 

products by educating those in attendance of the availability, nature and quality of 

Pennsylvania-produced alcoholic ciders and wines in conjunction with suitable 

food displays, demonstrations and sales. Alcoholic cider, wine and food 

expositions may also include activities other than alcoholic cider, wine and food 

displays, including arts and crafts, musical activities, cultural exhibits, agricultural 

exhibits and farmers markets. 

 

[47 P.S. § 5-505.2(a)(4)].  If the event to be held by Edgewood meets the definition of a “wine 

and food exposition,” the limited wineries would be permitted to sell their products at the event 
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after first obtaining an “Alcoholic Cider, Wine and Food Exposition Permit.”  These permits 

allow limited wineries to participate in wine and food expositions off their licensed premises, to 

sell wine by the bottle, and to sell or give away samples of up to one (1) ounce.  [47 P.S.  § 5-

505.2].  

  

Please note that the Board will not allow a location to be covered by more than one (1) license 

or permit.  Moreover, unopened bottles of wine may not be sold from the PGR licensed 

premises, since that license does not authorize the sale of unopened bottles of wine for off-

premises consumption.  Therefore, limited winery representatives must be located on an 

unlicensed portion of the premises, or Edgewood must de-license the portion of the PGR 

premises that will be used for the event.  For additional information on this process, you may 

wish to contact the Bureau of Licensing at (717) 783-8250.    

 

Should you have any other questions and/or issues related to the Liquor Code or the Board’s 

Regulations, please feel free to once again contact this office. 

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED HEREIN 

AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF 

CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE 

PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE 

AND REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS 

BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA 

LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD. 

  

Very truly yours,  

  

  

 

 FAITH S. DIEHL 

CHIEF COUNSEL 

  

cc: Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement 

Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 

Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing  
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