
 

 

 
 

August 7, 2015  

 

David Staab 

RE:   Beer Delivery Via Bicycle 

 
Dear Mr. Staab: 

 

ISSUE:  This office is in receipt of your e-mail dated July 31, 2015, wherein you 

indicate that you would like to have your “wholesaler” deliver a keg of beer via 

bicycle for a promotion.  You ask whether you would need to license the bicycle 

and whether the operator of the bicycle must be an employee of the “wholesaler.” 
 

Records of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“Board”) indicate that Hotel 

State College & Company, Inc. holds Hotel Liquor License No. H-4727 (LID 

7323) for use at the premises located at 100 West College Avenue, State College, 

Pennsylvania.   

 
OPINION:  For purposes of this Advisory Opinion, it will be presumed that by 

“wholesaler” you mean a licensed malt beverage distributor (“D”) or importing 

distributor (“ID”) whose products may lawfully be sold in your area to individuals 

and to other licensees of the Board.   

 

In response to your first question, the D or ID selling you the beer is responsible 
for lawful delivery; therefore, you would not “license the bicycle.”  Specifically, 

pursuant to section 431(b) of the Liquor Code, a D or ID license authorizes the 

holder thereof to “sell or deliver malt or brewed beverages in quantities [not less 

than a case or original containers containing one hundred twenty-eight ounces or 

more] anywhere within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, which, . . . have been 

purchased only from persons licensed under this act as manufacturers or importing 
distributors.”  [47 P.S. § 4-431 (emphasis added)].   

 

Please be advised that licensees are required to have painted or affixed on each 

side of each vehicle used in the operation of the business their name, address, 

including the street name and number as shown on the license, and the license 

number as shown on the license in letters no smaller than two (2) inches in height.  
[47 P.S. § 4-492(9)].  The license identification number shall be preceded by the 

letters “P.L.C.B.”  [40 Pa. Code § 9.22].  Please note that this office has previously 
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approved of the use of magnetic signs placed upon the sides of delivery vehicles 

containing the required information. 

 
Section 9.1 of the Board’s Regulations defines “vehicles” as “trucks, buses, cars, 

wagons, scooters, motorcycles, aircraft, watercraft, or other means of 

transportation.”  [40 Pa. Code § 9.1 (emphasis added)].  Accordingly, a bicycle 

would be considered a vehicle for purposes of the Board’s Regulations, and would 

be required to have painted or affixed to it the information mandated by section 

9.22. 
 

In response to your second question, the operator of the bicycle would have to be 

an employee of lawful age of the D or ID selling you the beer.  [47 P.S. § 4-

493(27)].  The Liquor Code specifically permits distributors to employ individuals 

aged eighteen (18) and older. [Id.].  

 
Otherwise, if the bicycle operator is not an employee of the D or ID, then that 

individual would have to be an employee or agent of a licensed Transporter-for-

Hire Class B.   [47 P.S. § 4-492(8)].  A Class B license authorizes the holder to 

engage in commercial transportation of malt or brewed beverages only, to and 

from points located in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  [40 Pa. Code § 9.1]. 

 
Finally, you do not indicate when your planned promotion would take place; 

however, please note that the hours during which Ds and IDs may deliver malt or 

brewed beverages are set forth in section 492.1 of the Liquor Code.  [47 P.S. § 4-

492.1].  According to section 492.1(b), Ds and IDs may deliver malt or brewed 

beverages between two o'clock antemeridian (2:00 a.m.) of any Monday and 

twelve o'clock midnight (12:00 a.m.) of the following Saturday to retail licensees. 
[47 P.S. § 4-492.1(b)(1)].   Moreover, Ds and IDs may deliver malt or brewed 

beverages between eight o'clock antemeridian (8:00 a.m.) and eleven o'clock 

postmeridian (11:00 p.m.) of any day, except Sunday, to persons not licensed or 

permitted by the Board, i.e., non-licensees, usually individuals.  [47 P.S. § 4-

492.1(b)(2)].  Thus, Sunday deliveries are not permitted.   

 
If you have any further questions about the Liquor Code or Board’s Regulations, 

please contact this office again. 

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION 

DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR 

OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO 
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ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS 

BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND 

REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS 
BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE 

PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD. 

 

Very truly yours,  

 

 
 

FAITH S. DIEHL 

CHIEF COUNSEL 

 

cc: Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement  

 Jerry W. Waters, Director, Office of Regulatory Affairs 
 Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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