
 

 

 

October 2, 2015 

 

Daneen Zaleski 

VIA E-MAIL  
 

 RE:  Limited Winery and Selling Beer 

 

Dear Ms. Zaleski: 

 

ISSUE:  This is in response to your e-mail dated September 2, 2015, wherein you 

advise that you operate a licensed limited winery that sells wine to many local 

brew pubs.  You are interested in obtaining a brewery license so that you can serve 

local beer at your facility.  You ask what licenses you would need to be able to do 

this.  

 

Records of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“Board”) indicate that Fero 

Vineyards and Winery LLC holds Limited Winery License No. LK-306 (LID 

63941) for the premises at 758 Moores School Road, Lewisburg, Pennsylvania.   

 

OPINION:  In order to sell beer at your limited winery, you could obtain a brewery 

license but you would only be permitted to sell beer that you have manufactured.  

A brewery license would not allow you to sell beer manufactured by another 

brewery.  

 

Although the general rule in section 438(c) of the Liquor Code is that no person 

shall possess more than one (1) class of license, there is nothing in the Liquor Code 

or Board’s Regulations prohibiting an entity from holding multiple licenses, 

provided such licenses are of the same class.  [47 P.S. § 4-438(c)].  Therefore, 

notwithstanding the general rule, you may hold multiple manufacturing licenses, 

such as a brewery license and a limited winery license.   

 

However, please be aware that the Board’s Bureau of Licensing (“Licensing”) will 

not typically dual-license a location, absent specific statutory authority.  Thus, only 

one (1) license may be in effect at one (1) time at any particular portion or location.  

In addition, the Board has in the past entered into a Conditional Licensing 

Agreement (“CLA”) with a licensee that wishes to place two (2) manufacturing 

licenses at the same location.  The CLA identifies additional requirements of that 



Daneen Zaleski 

October 2, 2015 

Page 2 

 

licensee beyond that which is required by the Liquor Code or the Board’s 

Regulations.   

 

In the alternative, you may separate the licensed premises such that they are two 

(2) physically distinct locations within the same building, just as if you held one 

(1) license and someone else held the other license.  Under this scenario, it would 

not be necessary to enter into a CLA, since each license would have its own 

physical space.  However, it would be necessary to obtain Board approval if you 

wished to have an interior connection between these licensed premises.  [40 Pa. 

Code § 3.52(b)]. 

 

If you are interested in selling beer or alcohol that has been manufactured by 

another brewery, you would need to obtain a retail license, such as a hotel, 

restaurant, or eating place retail dispenser license.  Generally, such licenses, other 

than hotel licenses, are issued by the Board based upon a quota of one (1) license 

per three thousand (3,000) inhabitants in the county.  Nearly every county is at or 

over quota because of provisions in the Liquor Code that allowed already existing 

licenses as exceptions to the quota.  As a result, unless your county is under the 

quota, you would need to obtain an already existing license.   

 

Please be aware that the Liquor Code prohibits interlocking businesses, such that 

manufacturers and retail licensees are required to operate separately from each 

other.  [47 P.S. § 4-411].  A limited exception was created to allow manufacturers 

to obtain retail licenses to use at the same location where manufacturing occurs.  In 

general terms, retail licensees and manufacturing licensees must either be 

completely separate or completely identical. 

 

If you are interested in obtaining a retail liquor license, you would need to find 

someone that holds an already existing license who is willing to sell that license to 

you.  Subsequently you would need to file to have that license transferred to you.  

More information is available on the Board’s website at www.lcb.state.pa.gov.  

From the home page, place your cursor over the “Licensees” tab, then proceed to 

the FAQs page.    

  

Should you have any other questions and/or issues related to the Liquor Code or 

the Board’s Regulations, please feel free to once again contact this office. 

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION 

DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR 

http://www.lcb.state.pa.gov/
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OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO 

ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS 

BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND 

REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS 

BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE 

PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD. 

 

 

Very truly yours,  

 

 

 

FAITH S. DIEHL 

CHIEF COUNSEL 

 

cc: Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement 

Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 

Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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