
 

 

 

October 26, 2015  

 

Carl Tolino III 

Winery Manager 

Tolino Vineyards 

280 Mount Pleasant Road 

Bangor, PA 18013 

VIA E-MAIL 

 

RE: Limited Winery Collaborations with other  

PLCB-Licensed Producers
 

 

Dear Mr. Tolino: 

 

ISSUE:  This correspondence is in response to your e-mail sent September 19, 

2015, wherein you inquire as to whether it is permissible for limited wineries to 

collaborate with other alcohol producers to produce and sell alcoholic beverage 

products.  Specifically, you ask whether your limited winery would be permitted to 

send grape juice to a meadery or brewery in Pennsylvania to produce a “pyment” 

to then be sold by your limited winery.  It is assumed for purposes of this response 

that the term “pyment” refers to a mead that is fermented with grape juice. 

 

The Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board’s (“Board”) records indicate that Tolino 

Vineyards LLC holds Limited Winery License No. LK-309 (LID 64397) for use at 

the premises located at 280 Mt. Pleasant Road, Bangor, Pennsylvania. 

 

OPINION:  Limited wineries are governed primarily by section 505.2 of the 

Liquor Code, which provides, in pertinent part, as follows: 

 

(a) In the interest of promoting tourism and recreational development in 

Pennsylvania, holders of a limited winery license may: 

 

(1) Produce alcoholic ciders, wines and wine coolers, subject to the 

exceptions provided under this section, only from an 

agricultural commodity grown in Pennsylvania. 
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(2) Sell alcoholic cider, wine and wine coolers produced by the 

limited winery or purchased in bulk in bond from another 

Pennsylvania limited winery on the licensed premises, under 

such conditions and regulations as the board may enforce, to the 

board, to individual and to brewery, hotel, restaurant club and 

public service liquor licensees, and to Pennsylvania winery 

licensees:  Provided, That a limited winery shall not, in any 

calendar year,  purchase alcoholic cider or wine produced by 

other limited wineries in an amount in excess of fifty per 

centum of the alcoholic cider or wine produced by the 

purchasing limited winery in the preceding calendar year.  In 

addition, the holder of a limited winery license may purchase 

wine in bottles from another Pennsylvania limited winery if 

these wines undergo a second fermentation process.  Such wine 

may be sold in bottles bearing the purchasing limited winery’s 

label or the producing limited winery’s label.  Such wines, if 

sold by the board, may be sold by the producing limited winery 

to the purchasing limited winery at a price lower than the price 

charged by the board. . . . . 

 

[47 P.S. §5-505.2(a)(1)-(2)]. 

 

Alcoholic cider, as defined by the Liquor Code, means “a beverage which may 

contain carbonation . . . and flavors, produced through alcoholic fermentation of 

any fruit or fruit juice, consisting of at least one half of one per centum, but not 

greater than five and one-half per centum, alcohol by volume and sold or offered 

for sale as alcoholic cider and not as a wine, a wine product or as a substitute for 

wine, in bottles, cases, kegs, cans or suitable containers of the type used for the 

sale of malt or brewed beverages in this Commonwealth.”  [47 P.S. § 1-102].   

 

Wine, as defined in section 102 of the Liquor Code, means “liquor which is 

fermented from grapes and other fruits, having alcoholic content of twenty-four per 

centum or less [and] shall not include any products containing alcohol derived 

from malt, grain, cereal, molasses or cactus.”  [47 P.S. § 1-102].   

 

However, section 505.2 of the Liquor Code expands the definitions of both 

alcoholic cider and wine beyond fermented grapes and other fruits to also include 

alcoholic cider and wine made from any “agricultural commodity,” including 
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“agricultural, apicultural, horticultural, silvicultural and viticultural commodities.”  

[47 P.S. § 5-505.2].  Accordingly, since mead is derived from honey, which is an 

apicultural commodity, mead is generally considered to be a wine and not a malt or 

brewed beverage in Pennsylvania. 

 

As such, it would be permissible for your limited winery to produce mead or 

pyment directly or, to the extent it is permitted under section 505.2(a)(2) quoted 

above, collaborate with another limited winery licensee to produce the same.  It 

would not, however, be permissible for your limited winery to collaborate with a 

brewery licensee to produce mead or pyment, since the latter cannot produce mead 

or pyment. 

 

If you have any other questions regarding this matter, the Liquor Code, or the 

Board’s Regulations, please do not hesitate to again contact this office. 

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION 

DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR 

OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO 

ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS 

BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND 

REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS 

BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE 

PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

RODRIGO J. DIAZ 

EXECUTIVE DEPUTY CHIEF COUNSEL 

 

cc: Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement 

 Dale Horst, Director of Marketing and Merchandising 

 Stacy Kriedeman, Director, Bureau of Marketing Communication 

 Joseph Puhalla, Director, Bureau of Product Selection 
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