
 

 

 

 

December 18, 2015 

 

 

Keith Stiles 

VIA E-MAIL  
 

 RE:  Happy Hour 

 

Dear Mr. Stiles: 

 

ISSUE:  This is in response to your e-mail dated November 25, 2015, wherein you 

advise that your establishment operates a happy hour daily special where a  

customer can pay full price for one drink, and upon doing so, the customer would 

receive a card for a second drink that will cost $1.00 (“$1-drink card”).  The $1-

drink card can be redeemed at any happy hour, and it need not be redeemed on the 

day it is received.  Customers are permitted to accumulate the $1-drink cards, and 

use them during future happy hours at the establishment.  You ask if this practice is 

permissible. 

 

Records of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“Board”) indicate that 1330 

Walnut Partners LLC holds Restaurant Liquor License No. R-5089 (LID 69273) 

for the premises located at 1330 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Board 

records reflect that you are the Board-approved manager for this licensee. 

 

OPINION:  The practice you describe is not permissible under the Liquor Code.  

Section 493(24)(i) of the Liquor Code prohibits any licensee of the Board from 

offering or giving or soliciting or receiving anything of value as a premium or 

present to induce directly the purchase of liquor or malt or brewed beverage, or for 

any licensee to offer or give to trade or consumer buyers any prize, premium, gift 

or other inducement to purchase liquor or malt or brewed beverages, except 

advertising novelties of nominal value (i.e., with a wholesale value of fifteen 

dollars ($15.00) or less).  [47 P.S. § 4-493(24)(i)].  The provision of the $1-drink 

card to a customer in exchange for their purchase of an alcoholic beverage could 

be considered an unlawful inducement for the purchase of alcohol and would 

therefore be impermissible.   
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Please do not hesitate to contact this office if you have any additional questions. 

  

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION 

DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR 

OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO 

ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS 

BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND 

REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS 

BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE 

PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD.  

 

Very truly yours, 

   

  

 

RODRIGO J. DIAZ 

EXECUTIVE DEPUTY CHIEF COUNSEL 

 

cc:      Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement 

Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 

          Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

          Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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