
 

 

January 21, 2016 

 

Dianne Pint 

VIA E-MAIL  
 

 RE:  Proof of Club Membership 
 

Dear Ms. Pint: 

 

ISSUE:  This office is in receipt of your e-mail of January 5, 2016, wherein you set 

forth relevant provisions of your catering club’s bylaws as they pertain to proof of 

membership.  There is a question amongst certain members about whether a member 

may show a receipt for payment of membership in lieu of a membership card.  You 

ask for the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board’s (“Board”) compliance 

requirements on this point; specifically, whether a receipt may be presented in lieu 

of a membership card.  

 

Board records indicate that Troy Vets Club Home Association, Inc. is the holder of 

Catering Club License No. CC-5843 (LID 47548) for use at the premises located at 

183 Veterans Drive, Troy, Pennsylvania.  You are the Board-approved 

manager/steward.  

 

OPINION:  There is nothing in the Liquor Code or the Board’s Regulations which 

governs whether a licensed club must use membership cards, or whether such 

membership cards must be in the possession of club members while inside the club’s 

premises.  While section 5.72 of the Board’s Regulations [40 Pa. Code § 5.72] 

provides that club liquor licensees are required to maintain complete membership 

records which shall include, among other things, the serial number of the 

membership cards issued to its members, there is nothing in the Liquor Code or the 

Board’s Regulations that requires a member to have his/her membership card on 

his/her person in order to enter the premises or be served alcoholic beverages.   

 

Be further advised that section 5.81 of the Board’s Regulations [40 Pa. Code § 5.81] 

requires a club licensee to adhere to the provisions of its constitutions and bylaws.  

Therefore, if your club’s constitution or bylaws require that a member have his/her 

membership card on his/her person in order to gain admission to the club and/or to 

be served alcoholic beverages, the club must comply, or risk citation by the 
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Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement, for failure to 

adhere to the provisions of its constitution and bylaws. 

 

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED 

HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM 

CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE.  

THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED 

ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND 

POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL 

BOARD. 

  

Very truly yours,  

 

    

 

RODRIGO J. DIAZ 

EXECUTIVE DEPUTY CHIEF COUNSEL 

 

 

cc:   Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement  

 Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 

 Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

 Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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