
 

 

February 22, 2016 

 

Nicole Garbic 

VIA E-MAIL  
 

 RE:  Beer Distribution Laws 
 

Dear Ms. Garbic: 

 

ISSUE:  This office is in receipt of your e-mail of January 19, 2016, wherein you 

recount your frustrations with the local availability of certain craft beers from 

licensed distributors.  You ask whether you may travel to other areas of the 

Commonwealth to purchase craft beers and then transport those beers to your 

licensed hotel for resale, specifying a particular importing distributor you intend to 

use.   

 

Records of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“Board”) indicate that Funaki 

Management Inc., trading as Gunners Inn, is the holder of Hotel Liquor License No. 

H-5182 (LID 68189) for use at the premises located at 33 South Saint Mary’s Street, 

Saint Mary’s, Pennsylvania.  The Board-approved manager/steward is Meti Funaki.  

 

OPINION:  Retail licensees are required to purchase malt or brewed beverages 

(“beer”) from Board-licensed in-state manufacturers, distributors and importing 

distributors.  Thus, if you intend to purchase beer directly from a brewery, you would 

be able to do so provided that the brewery is licensed by the Board and has not 

entered into any territorial agreements that would prohibit a sale to your 

establishment in Saint Mary’s.   

 

If you intend to purchase the beer from an importing distributor such as Prondeck, 

please be advised that an importing distributor may only resell beer in strict 

compliance with its territorial agreements.  [47 P.S. § 4-431].  Importing distributors 

may not sell or deliver a manufacturer’s products to any licensee whose licensed 

premises is not located within the geographical area for which distributing rights 

have been given by the manufacturer.  [47 P.S. § 4-431(b)].  A licensee who accepts 

the delivery of malt or brewed beverages from an importing distributor that does not 

have distributing rights for that geographical area shall be subject to a suspension of 

its license for at least thirty days.  [47 P.S. § 4-431(b)].   
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Additionally, please be advised that a retail licensee may not transport beer in its 

own vehicle.  Section 492 of the Liquor Code sets forth the requirements for 

transporting malt or brewed beverages by a licensee.  Specifically, other than an 

adult individual who has made a lawful purchase for their personal consumption, 

only the original manufacturer, a licensed distributor, a licensed importing 

distributor or a licensed transporter-for-hire may transport beer within Pennsylvania.  

[47 P.S. § 4-492(8); 40 Pa. Code §§ 9.1, 9.28(a)].  Thus, since the beer in question 

is intended for resale at a licensed hotel, it must be transported by the original 

manufacturer, a licensed distributor, a licensed importing distributor or a licensed 

transporter-for-hire. 

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED 

HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM 

CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE.  

THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED 

ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND 

POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL 

BOARD. 

  

Sincerely,  

 

    

 

RODRIGO J. DIAZ 

CHIEF COUNSEL 

 

 

cc:   Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement  

 Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 

 Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

 Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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