
 

 

 

June 14, 2016 

 

Norm Segner 

Lower Pottsgrove Sportsman’s Association 

VIA E-MAIL 
 

 RE:  Serving Non-Members 

 

Dear Mr. Segner: 

 

ISSUE:  This office is in receipt of your e-mail dated May 4, 2016, wherein you 

advise that you are an officer and a bartender for your club.  You are aware that, as 

a club liquor licensee, you cannot serve alcoholic beverages to non-members of the 

club; however, club members may buy alcoholic beverages for non-members.  You 

ask whether a club member who is tending bar for the club can purchase a drink(s) 

for a non-member/guest. 

 

Records of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“PLCB”) indicate that Lower 

Pottsgrove Sportsman’s Assn. holds Club Liquor License No. C-5369 (LID 2473) 

for the premises located at 2121 Sanatoga Station Road, Pottstown, Pennsylvania. 

 

OPINION:  As you appear to be aware, the Liquor Code generally prohibits clubs 

from selling alcohol to individuals who are not members of the club, or who are not 

active members of another club that is chartered by the same state or national 

organization.  47 P.S. § 4-406(a)(1).  In addition, any club licensee that is either an 

incorporated unit of a national veterans’ organization or an affiliated organization, 

as defined in section 461.1 of the Liquor Code, 47 P.S. § 4-461.1, is permitted to sell 

liquor or malt or brewed beverages to any active member of another unit that is 

chartered by the same national veterans’ organization, or to any member of a 

nationally chartered auxiliary associated with the same national veterans’ 

organization.  47 P.S. § 4-406(a)(1).  This prohibition on selling alcohol to non-

members does not, however, preclude a club member from purchasing alcoholic 

beverages for non-member guests, nor does it preclude the non-member from being 

served alcohol purchased by a club member. 

 

Therefore, a bartender, in his/her capacity as a member of the club, is legally 

permitted to purchase drinks for a non-member who is guest of the 
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bartender/member.  Please note, however, that such activity may result in citation by 

the Pennsylvania State Police Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement (“BLCE”) if 

it appears to BLCE agents, based upon their observations and investigation, that a 

non-member is being sold drinks by the club.  Therefore, great care must be taken 

to ensure and demonstrate that the drink is being purchased for the non-

member/guest by the bartender in his/her individual capacity as a club member and 

not as an officer/employee of the club.  Please be advised that this type of activity 

would be subject to highly fact-specific scrutiny by BLCE, and perhaps ultimately 

by an Administrative Law Judge if a citation is issued for service to non-members. 
 

Finally, section 5.81 of the PLCB’s Regulations requires a club licensee to adhere 

to the provisions of its constitution and/or bylaws.  40 Pa. Code § 5.81.  Therefore, 

if your club’s constitution and/or bylaws address bartenders and/or members 

purchasing drinks for non-members, you must follow your constitution and/or 

bylaws.  If you fail to do so, your club may be subject to citation by BLCE. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact this office should you have additional questions. 

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED 

HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM 

CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE.  

THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED 

ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND 

POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL 

BOARD. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
RODRIGO J. DIAZ 

CHIEF COUNSEL 

 

cc: Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement 

 Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 

 Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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