
 

 

 

July 27, 2016 

 

Steven Harrison 

VIA E-MAIL

 

RE:  Direct Wine Shipping License Changes 

 

Dear Mr. Harrison: 

 

ISSUE:   This is in response to your e-mail dated June 29, 2016, wherein you note 

the recent changes to the laws governing the direct shipment of wine to Pennsylvania 

consumers.  You ask whether your company may migrate its current direct shipper 

license into the new direct wine shipper license.  You ask when applications for such 

an action will be available.   

 

You note that it may be best for your company to apply for a limited winery license 

pursuant to section 505.2 of the Pennsylvania Liquor Code, the online application 

for which you have already located, in part because you believe that limited winery 

licensees do not have to collect and remit “the 18% Jamestown [sic] tax.”  You 

request that this office provide comments on your business strategy.   

 

Records of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“PLCB”) indicate that Zero 

Link Markets, Inc., trading as vinoshipper.com, holds Direct Shipper License No. 

DWS-171 (LID 67637) for the operation located at 228 Windsor River Road, 

Windsor, California.   

 

OPINION:  As you already appear to be aware, Governor Tom Wolf recently signed 

into law Act 39 of 2016 (“Act 39”), which amends the Liquor Code to, among other 

things, allow in-state or out-of-state licensed wine producers that obtain a direct wine 

shipper license to ship wine to residents in Pennsylvania subject to certain specified 

conditions.  It appears that vinoshipper.com is not a wine producer licensed by any 

state or country, but rather is a reseller. Thus, your company would not qualify for a 

direct wine shipper license.  

 

Please note that, as of August 8, 2016, the PLCB will no longer process orders for 

direct shipper licensees.  The PLCB is currently working on developing and 
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implementing the application process that will be utilized for direct wine shippers 

licenses.  

 

In response to your request that this office comment on your proposed business 

strategy to seek a limited winery license, please note that you should seek private 

counsel experienced in Pennsylvania liquor law to advise you about your 

commercial enterprise.  That said, with one relevant exception, the changes imposed 

by Act 39 do not materially impact the general requirements for eligibility for a 

limited winery license.  Act 39 requires that licensed limited wineries must obtain a 

direct wine shipper license to ship wine to a Pennsylvania resident’s home.  47 P.S. 

§ 5-505.2(a)(2.1).  Thus, as a non-manufacturing entity, and as discussed above, your 

entity will not be eligible for a direct wine shipper’s license.  Licensed limited 

wineries will still be permitted to sell to the PLCB and to licensees pursuant to the 

requirements of the applicable sections of the Liquor Code and the PLCB’s 

Regulations.  

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED 

HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM 

CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE.  

THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED 

ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND 

POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL 

BOARD. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
RODRIGO J. DIAZ 

CHIEF COUNSEL 

 

cc:     Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement 

          Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 

          Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

          Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing  
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