
 

 

 

 

September 12, 2016 

 

 

PJ Fairbairn 

VIA E-MAIL 
 

 Re:  Post-Act 39 Direct Wine Shipments 

 

Dear Ms. Fairbairn: 

 

ISSUE:  This is in response to your e-mail sent on July 27, 2016, in which you 

inquire whether a licensed direct wine shipper may still ship consumers’ wines to a 

Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board’s (“PLCB”) store upon consumer request.  

Further, if this is permitted, you ask if any paperwork will have to be included with 

the shipment.   

 

Records of the PLCB indicate that AC Vin Co., LLC previously held Direct 

Shipper License No. DWS-205 (LID 69451), with a registered address of 1119 

State Lane, Yountville, California.   

 

OPINION:  As you likely know, Act 39 of 2016 (“Act 39”) became effective on 

August 8, 2016.  A new direct wine shipper license was created by Act 39 and all 

previous direct shipper licenses became null and void as of August 8, 2016.  In 

order to qualify for the new license, an entity must be licensed by the PLCB, 

another state or another country as a wine producer.  It appears that your company 

does manufacture its own wines and so likely qualifies under the new law.   

 

If you have not already done so, you are encouraged to go to the PLCB’s website 

at www.lcb.state.pa.us, then “Licensing,” then “Resources for Licensees,” and then 

“How to Become a Direct Wine Shipper.”  That informational page will hyperlink 

you to PLCB+, wherein you may electronically file your application materials.  

You may also direct any questions to the PLCB’s Bureau of Licensing by calling 

717-783-8250. 

 

In response to your specific question, under the new provisions, direct wine 

shippers may not ship consumers’ wines to PLCB stores; rather, all deliveries must 

be made to the consumers’ residence or other designated location.  Such deliveries 

must be made by licensed transporters-for-hire or by a licensed limited winery that 
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also holds a direct wine shipper license.  The PLCB reserves the right to reject 

and/or destroy any shipments of unsolicited product delivered to its stores.   

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION 

DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR 

OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO 

ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS 

BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND 

REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS 

BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE 

PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
RODRIGO J. DIAZ 

CHIEF COUNSEL 

 

cc:   Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement 

Jerry W. Waters, Director of Office of Regulatory Affairs 

 Tisha Albert, Director, Bureau of Licensing 

 Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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