
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

November 17, 2016 
 

Patricia Prescott 

VIA E-MAIL 
 

 RE:  Safekeeping Questions 
 

Dear Ms. Prescott: 
 

ISSUE:  This office is in receipt of your e-mail dated August 3, 2016, wherein you 

advise that your liquor license has been in safekeeping since August of 2015.  You 

ask for confirmation of your understanding that recently enacted legislation (“Act 

39”) reduced the safekeeping period from three years to two years.  You also ask 

what the fee will be to keep the license in safekeeping, as you believe that you paid 

$330.00 last year to keep the license in safekeeping and are concerned about the time 

frame and cost of safekeeping going forward. 

 

Records of the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board (“PLCB”) indicate that you are 

the sole proprietor holding Restaurant Liquor License No. R-17884 (LID 65396) for 

the premises located at 1896 Rich Highway, DuBois, Pennsylvania.  PLCB records 

reflect that the license has been in safekeeping since August 10, 2015.  

 

OPINION:  As a preliminary point of clarification, the $330.00 you paid last year 

was not attributable to safekeeping, but rather was the annual license 

renewal/validation and filing fee, which every licensee is required to pay, whether 

the license is active or in safekeeping, in order to keep the license from expiring.  

There was not, nor is there presently, a fee to place a license in safekeeping.  Please 

be advised, however, that Act 39 added a $700.00 surcharge to the 

renewal/validation fee for all licenses.  Therefore, annual renewal and validation of 

your license will now cost you an additional $700.00.   
 

Turning now to your inquiry, you are correct in your understanding that Act 39 

modified section 474.1 of the Liquor Code, 47 P.S. § 4-474.1, reducing the period 

of time for which the PLCB may hold a retail or wholesale license in safekeeping 

from three years to two years.  47 P.S. § 4-474.1(b).  However, because your license 

was already in safekeeping when Act 39 went into effect, your license may remain 

in safekeeping for three years.  
 

If additional time in safekeeping is desired, prior to the expiration of the initial three-

year safekeeping period, you can apply for an extension of safekeeping, subject to 
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the fee structure as amended by Act 39 and set forth in section 474.1(g)(1) of the 

Liquor Code.  47 P.S. § 4-474.1(g)(1).  The fees to extend safekeeping are as follows:  

$10,000.00 in 1st through 4th class counties and $5,000.00 in 5th through 8th class 

counties for the first additional year.  For each additional year thereafter, the 

safekeeping fee is doubled.   
 

Therefore, as Clearfield County is a 6th class county, should you seek to keep your 

license in safekeeping after August 15, 2018, prior to that date, you must submit an 

application to extend the safekeeping period and pay a safekeeping extension fee of 

$5,000.00.   If you apply for another year of safekeeping in August of 2019, the fee 

will be $10,000.00, and the fee will continue to double every year thereafter, should 

you seek additional one-year extensions of safekeeping. 
 

Please be advised that there is no safekeeping fee if a licensee can show that it is 

unable to use the license through no fault of its own because of events such as fire, 

flood, or inability to obtain an occupancy permit.  The presence of another business 

or the licensed business no longer being viable are not sufficient reasons to justify a 

waiver.  47 P.S. § 4-474.1(b), (c), (g)(1).  
 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED 

HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM 

CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE.  

THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED 

ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND 

POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL 

BOARD. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact this office should you have additional questions. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
RODRIGO J. DIAZ 

CHIEF COUNSEL 
 

cc: Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement 

 Tisha Albert, Director, Office of Regulatory Affairs 

Jeffrey Lawrence, Assistant Director, Bureau of Licensing 
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