
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 3, 1999                        Telephone:  717-783-9454 

            FAX:  717-787-8820 

 

 

Len Metcalf, Judge Advocate 

PLUM AMERICAN LEGION 

American Legion Post 980 

7824 Saltsburg Road 

Pittsburgh, PA      15239 

 

Dear Mr. Metcalf: 

 

ISSUE:  In your letter dated February 10, 1999, you inquired on behalf of American Legion Post 980, 

holder of Catering Club License No. CC-6118, as to the legality of a proposed "Monte Carlo Night" 

event to be held on March 5, 1999 to benefit the Post's building and parking lot fund.  According to 

your letter, the Post possesses the necessary licenses for such an event, i.e., a small games of chance 

permit and a bingo license.  The Post is planning to sell approximately 250 tickets which will be sold at 

least 24 hours in advance of the event.  No tickets will be sold at the door on the day of the event and 

no underaged patrons will be permitted on the licensed premises. 

 

OPINION:   Section 5.32(e)(5) of the Board's Regulations permits club licensees to conduct self-

sponsored events, tournaments and contests which are actually paid for and conducted by the licensees 

on their own licensed premises as long as they comply with the following.  First, there may be no lewd, 

immoral or improper conduct or unlawful gambling directly or indirectly associated with the event on 

the licensed premises.  Second, the event may not involve the consumption of alcoholic beverages, nor 

may the price of the ticket include a charge or assessment for alcoholic beverages or entitle the holder 

thereof to receive alcoholic beverages on the licensed premises.    Third, the total value of all prizes for 

any given event may not exceed $500.00, and the total value of all prizes awarded in any seven-day 

period may not exceed $5,000.00.  Finally, licensees must maintain on the licensed premises for two 

years from the date of the event, an itemized list of all the prizes for each event indicating each prize, 

its value and the name and address of the recipient.  [40 Pa. Code §5.32].  Provided the proposed event 

complies with the conditions set forth in this paragraph, it would be permissible. 

 

It should be noted that a club licensee is only permitted to sell alcoholic beverages to its members.  

Catering club licensees are only permitted to sell to nonmembers when the event is paid for by non-

members and arranged for the accommodation of  a group of nonmembers who are using the facilities 

of the club by prior arrangement made at least 24 hours in advance of the time for the catered event.  

[40 Pa. Code §5.83].  Since the post is sponsoring this event and is not catering it for nonmembers, the 

post would not be permitted to sell alcoholic beverages to nonmembers during the event.  In addition, 

since this is not a catered event, the post could sell tickets at the door on the day of the event.  Also, I 

would suggest that you contact your local district attorney or police or the Pennsylvania State Police in  
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order to determine whether your proposed event activities constitute unlawful gambling which is a 

violation of the Crimes Code.  You may also wish to contact the Department of Revenue's Small 

Games of Chance Board to ascertain if your proposed activities are covered by your Small Games of 

Chance License. 

 

I have enclosed sections 5.32 and 5.83 of the Board's Regulations and a copy of PLCB Advisory 

Notice No. 14 for your information. 

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED HEREIN AND 

DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT 

OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT 

HAS BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND REGULATIONS.  THE 

LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY 

THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

FAITH S. DIEHL 

Chief Counsel 

 

 

cc:  Pennsylvania State Police 

   Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement 

 

Enclosures 

 

LCB Advisory Opinion No. 99-068 


