
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 26, 1999 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Manz 

Metro Pittsburgh Sales Manager 

Pittsburgh Brewing Company 

3340 Liberty Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA  15201-1394 

 

 

 

Dear Mr. Manz: 

 

ISSUE:  Your letter dated February 26, 1999 has been forwarded to this office for a response.  You 

inquired on behalf of Pittsburgh Brewing Company, the holder of a manufacturer license, as to the 

legality of a promotion directed to consumers and to distributor licensees.  With respect to the 

consumer portion of the promotion, Pittsburgh Brewing will be offering a trip for two to Las Vegas to 

a winner who is randomly selected from all entries received.  Consumers, who are 21 years of age or 

older, may complete and mail a registration card to enter the drawing.  Regarding the distributor 

portion of the promotion, a distributor would receive one entry into a drawing for a “Las Vegas Golf 

Get-A-Way” for every 50 cases of Iron City or I.C. Light beer which it displays in a prominent 

location on its premises. 

 

OPINION:  With respect to the consumer portion of the promotion, manufacturers are permitted to 

conduct sweepstakes drawings provided they comply with the requirements set forth in Board 

Advisory Notice No. 10 (4th Revision), a copy of which is enclosed.  If the consumer portion of the 

promotion is conducted within the parameters set forth in Advisory Notice No. 10, it would be 

permissible. 

 

Regarding the distributor portion of the promotion, manufacturers are required to follow the 

guidelines on incentive programs outlined in Board Advisory Notice No. 1.  The guidelines state that 

point-of-sale incentive programs must be aimed primarily at consumers.  In this case, it appears that 

the promotion is divided in half between consumers and distributors.  Since your proposed promotion 

is not aimed primarily at consumers, it would not be permissible. 
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Enclosed is a copy of Advisory Notice No. 1 which should assist you in modifying your promotion. 

 

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED HEREIN AND 

DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM CONSEQUENCES OF 

CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE.  THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED 

CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND 

REGULATIONS.  THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE 

SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR 

CONTROL BOARD. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 

 

FAITH S. DIEHL 

CHIEF COUNSEL 

 

Enclosures 

 

cc:  Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement, 

Pennsylvania State Police 

      Robert Kaskiel 

Refer to: (717) 783-9454 

FAX:      (717) 787-8820 
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