
April 5, 1999

Barbara Verscharen
Quaker Ridge Winery
211 South Wade Ave.
Washington, PA 15301

Dear Ms. Verscharen:

ISSUE:  This is in response to your letter dated March 19, 1999 wherein you indicated that one of your customers purchases small bottles of wine from your
licensed limited winery (License No. LK-103). Your customer is a bed and breakfast which provides these bottles of wine to their guests as complimentary gifts.
You inquired whether it is legal for the bed and breakfast to continue this practice.

OPINION:  Only the PLCB's Wine and Spirits Shoppes and Board-licensed limited wineries may sell wine for consumption off-premises. However, nothing in the
liquor laws prohibits anyone from giving a gift of wine free of charge so long as it is not given to minors. It is important though that the wine being provided is truly
free of charge. In other words, if someone must purchase something in order to get the 'complimentary gift,' then it is not considered free and would be
considered a sale of wine. Therefore, if the bed and breakfast is only offering the wine to guests who have paid for a room, this could be considered a sale of
wine without a license which is a violation of the Liquor Code.

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM
CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE. THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED
ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND REGULATIONS. THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY
THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD.

Very truly yours,

FAITH S. DIEHL
CHIEF COUNSEL

cc: Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement,

Pennsylvania State Police

Refer to: (717) 783-9454
FAX: (717) 787-8820
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