
April 29, 1999

Mr. Robert Dickey
R. R. 1, Box 186-A
Johnsonburg, PA 15845-9632

Dear Mr. Dickey:

ISSUE:  This is in response to your letter of March 29, 1999, seeking our advice concerning a situation involving the Central Hose Co. No. 1, holder of Club Retail
Dispenser License No. O-358. According to information obtained from you in a subsequent telephone call with a member of this office, your fire department was
formed in 1897 and is one of three in your community. In the fall, however, the fire trucks currently housed in your firehouse will be moved out to a new location.
That will in essence make your club a fire department without fire trucks. You indicate, however, that your charter, bylaws and classifications of membership will
not change. You ask if this will affect the status of your club retail dispenser license.

OPINION:  Based on the information you have provided, the absence of fire trucks should not affect your liquor license. Under the liquor laws of this
Commonwealth, your club must continue to meet the definition of a club, i.e., it must be a reputable group of individuals associated together not for profit for
legitimate purposes of mutual benefit, entertainment, fellowship or law convenience. [47 P.S. Section 1-102]. The club must have a primary interest and activity to
which the sale of malt or brewed beverages is only secondary. It must regularly occupy, as owner or lessee, a clubhouse or quarters for use of its members. It
must hold regular meetings, conduct its business through officers who are regularly elected, admit members by written application, investigation and ballot,
charge and collect dues from elected members, and maintain all records that the Board requires. As a licensed club, you are also required to adhere to the
provisions of your constitution and bylaws, so assuming that there is nothing in either of those documents which requires the disbandment of the club if the fire
trucks are removed from the building, the status of your license should not change due to their absence.

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM
CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE. THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED
ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND REGULATIONS. THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY
THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD.

Very truly yours,

FAITH S. DIEHL
Chief Counsel

c.c. Pennsylvania State Police
Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement

Refer to: (717) 783-9454
FAX: (717) 787-8820
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