
July 19, 1999

Telephone: 717-783-9454
FAX: 717-787-8820

Ted Biernstein, Manager
Varsity Club Restaurant
654 Route 15 South
Lewisburg, PA 17837

Dear Mr. Biernstein:

ISSUE:  This office is in receipt of your June 1, 1999 correspondence in which you request a written advisory opinion regarding the legality of conducting a self-
sponsored bikini pageant on your licensed premises. The pageant would consist of a parade on stage for contestants wearing bikinis. No touching would be
permitted by patrons, judges or anyone else present. Coco Lopez will provide point-of-sale materials on the premises, and there will be a few T-shirts given away.
In your telephone conversation with this office on June 21, 1999, you stated that Cruzan Rum will also provide point-of-sale materials, and that the winner of the
pageant on your premises would be entered in a contest, sponsored by Cruzan Rum, in Florida. The winner on your premises would pay her own way to Florida.

OPINION:  Generally, retail licensed establishments like yours are permitted by the Board to conduct self-sponsored tournaments, events or contests on their
own licensed premises as long as they comply with the provisions of section 5.32(f) of the Board's Regulations. [40 Pa. Code Section 5.32(f)]. Self-sponsored
means paid for, sponsored by and carried out by the licensee. [See PLCB Advisory Notice No. 14, a copy of which is enclosed]. The restrictions in section 5.32(f)
provide that licensees may not allow lewd, immoral, or improper conduct during those events; there can be neither unlawful gambling, nor consumption of
alcoholic beverages by participants; prizes cannot exceed $500.00 for any given event, tournament or contest or $5,000.00 per seven-day period. Licensees
must keep records concerning the event, tournament or contest, including the names of participants and the prizes, for two years and licensees may not offer
alcoholic beverages as prizes.

Please be advised that events, tournaments or contests in which only females are permitted to participate are not permissible because they violate the PA
Human Relations Act [43 P.S. Section 951 et seq.] concerning discrimination based on gender. Similar discriminatory practices involving other areas such as
race, age or national origin are, likewise, prohibited.

Provided that the local bikini pageant conducted at your licensed establishment is nondiscriminatory and is conducted subject to the restrictions in section 5.32(f)
of the Board's Regulations, it would be permissible. However, it would not be permissible for you to use your licensed premises to advertise or participate in the
contest held in Florida, as that contest would not be a self-sponsored event, tournament and/or contest and it would violate section 5.32 of the Board's
regulations.

Because advertising novelties provided to a retailer by a manufacturer may be disposed of by a retail licensee in any matter it wishes, you may provide
advertising novelties, such as T-shirts, from Coco Lopez and Cruzan Rum as prizes for your contest. However, the advertising novelties may not exceed $15.00 in
value.

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM
CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE. THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED
ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND REGULATIONS. THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY
THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD.

Very truly yours,

FAITH S. DIEHL
CHIEF COUNSEL

Enclosure

cc: Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement,
Pennsylvania State Police

LCB Advisory Opinion No. 99-255


