
July 21, 1999

Telephone: 717-783-9454
FAX: 717-787-8820

Samuel Marino
601 Treaty Rd.
Norristown, PA 19401

Dear Mr. Marino:

ISSUE:  In your fax of July 6, 1999, you asked whether a restaurant licensee may start a wine club in which people would meet and discuss wines from different
regions, take trips and have tastings. The licensee would also like to make wine once a year and conduct seminars on the wine making process, to be given to
the members of the wine group.

OPINION:  Under the Pennsylvania Liquor Code, it is illegal for anyone to purchase or possess any wine which has not been purchased from a Pennsylvania
Liquor Store or a licensed limited winery in Pennsylvania. [47 P.S. Section 4-491(2)]. Manufacturers, their representatives or retail licensees may conduct
tastings for the purpose of educating consumers as to the quality and availability of wines under the following conditions: (a) products used are legally procured,
properly registered and taxes paid; (b) there is no purchase requirement associated with the tasting; (c) there is no cooperative advertising associated with the
tasting; (d) wine and spirits manufacturers or their agents are registered pursuant to Board regulations; and, (e) no more than one standard-sized alcohol
beverage of each product shall be provided to each tasting participant. (A standard size of wine is 4 ounces). Therefore, tastings of different wines may be
conducted for a wine club at the restaurant's premises under these conditions. The Board also operates a special order service to allow for the ordering of wines
which are not regularly stocked in the state wine and spirits shoppes. You may contact this service with questions at 1-800-332-PLCB (7522).

Individuals may manufacture and possess wine for their personal consumption and the consumption of their family and guests, but such wine-making must take
place at the person's home and may not exceed 200 gallons during any one calendar year. [47 P.S. Code Section 4-491(2)]. Such wine may not be sold.
Therefore, this portion of your proposal is only permissible under the listed conditions.

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM
CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE. THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED
ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND REGULATIONS. THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY
THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD.

Very truly yours,

FAITH S. DIEHL
CHIEF COUNSEL

cc: Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement,
Pennsylvania State Police
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