
August 18, 1999

Telephone: 717-783-9454
FAX: 717-787-8820

Daniel J. Williams
Area Sales Manager - Pennsylvania
The Seagram Beverage Company
15 Ashlea Drive
Glenmore, PA 19343

RE: Grolsch Beer Promotion - Free Trial Subscription to Magazine With Purchase

Dear Mr. Williams:

ISSUE:  This is a response to your letter dated July 30, 1999 in which you request an opinion as to the legality of offering a free trial subscription to a magazine
(Men's Journal Magazine) with the purchase of Grolsch Beer. The promotion would be conducted similar to a mail-in coupon rebate offer.

OPINION:  Section 493(24) of the Liquor Code [47 P.S. Section 4-493(24)] prohibits any person from offering to consumer buyers any prize, premium, gift or
other inducement to purchase liquor or malt or brewed beverages, except advertising novelties of nominal value, as defined by PLCB Advisory Notice No. 10 (4th

Revision), a copy of which is enclosed. Offering a free trial subscription to a magazine with a beer purchase requirement would NOT be permitted because a
magazine is not considered an advertising novelty. This office notes that a similar promotion (Seagram's Coolers Free CD Offer) was approved by Advisory
Opinion No. 98-62 on March 4, 1998. However, the CD offer can be distinguished from a proposed offer because the CD included advertising of your company
and therefore fell within the advertising novelty exception.

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM
CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE. THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED
ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND REGULATIONS. THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY
THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD.

Very truly yours,

FAITH S. DIEHL
CHIEF COUNSEL

cc: Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement,
Pennsylvania State Police

R. Kaskiel, Special Investigations

LCB Advisory Opinion No. 99-294


