
September 9, 1999

Telephone: 717-783-9454
FAX: 717-787-8820

Nicholas Ermolovich
115 South State Street
Ephrata, PA 17522-2412

Dear Mr. Ermolovich:

ISSUE:  In your letter dated September 8, 1999, you ask whether a fundraiser for the Ephrata Lion's Club may be held on the licensed premises of the Ephrata
Elks Club. As you stated by phone, the Lion's Club would make arrangements to lease the pavilion of the Elks Club, which is licensed as a catering club, for a
crab feast with ticket sales to include food items and beer. You have been authorized by the Elks Club to request a legal opinion in this matter.

OPINION:  Generally, club licensees may only sell alcoholic beverages to members of the club, although the members of the club may purchase beverages for
nonmember guests. [47 P.S. Section 4-406(a)]. In addition, catering club licensees such as the Ephrata Elks Club may cater events for groups of nonmembers
and may sell alcohol to the attendees of such events.

'Catering' has been defined in the Board's regulations as 'furnishing of liquor or malt or brewed beverages, or both, to be served with food prepared on the
premises or brought on the premises already prepared, for the accommodation of groups of nonmembers who are using the facility of the club by prior
arrangement, made at least 24 hours in advance of the time for private meetings or functions, such as dances, card parties, banquets and the like; and which is
paid for by nonmembers.' [40 Pa. Code Section 5.83(a)]. As long as the nonmembers are paying for the food and alcoholic beverages through tickets sales for
this event and arrangements are made for use of the pavilion area within the time constraints of the regulations, the event may be legally held. Please note that all
proceeds from ticket sales must go to the party making the arrangements, in this case the Ephrata Lion's Club.

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM
CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE. THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED
ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND REGULATIONS. THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY
THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD.

Very truly yours,

FAITH S. DIEHL
Chief Counsel

c.c. Pennsylvania State Police
Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement
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