
October 19, 1999

Telephone:717-783-9454
FAX: 717-787-8820

Daniel E. Stamler, President DSCB GROUP, INC.
t/a The Meeting Place Restaurant & The Ice House Tavern
209 Main Street
Brookville, PA 15825

Dear Mr. Stamler:

ISSUE: This is in response to your letter of September 17, 1999 in which you inquire about holding a private party on New Year's Eve for your regular patrons in
your licensed establishment(s). You ask whether the establishment(s) may be closed to the public for a private party or a catered event. You also ask whether
tickets for the private party may be sold in advance and must it be advertised to the public. The tickets would cover food costs only; there would be a cash bar.
You also ask who is the responsible party and whether you can require the patrons attending to sign a disclaimer making them responsible for themselves at the
catered event.

OPINION: As the holder of a restaurant liquor license, you are required to comply with all liquor laws regarding restaurants. One of these laws is found in section
102 of the Liquor Code, [47 P.S. Section 1-102], which requires a restaurant to be habitually and principally used for the purpose of providing food to the public.
Section 491(6) of the Liquor Code [47 P.S. Section 4-491(6)] limits sales of alcohol by restaurants to room(s) on the licensed premises at all times accessible to
the use and accommodation of the general public. This section, however, does not prohibit a restaurant liquor licensee from providing private affairs whose
primary function is for catering only to weddings or special occasions arranged 24 hours in advance. Therefore, as long as your premises are habitually and
principally used for providing food to the public, you may hold a private, catered, prearranged event on occasion. Thus, your New Year's Eve private party/catered
event would be permissible as long as it was arranged at least 24 hours in advance. Tickets may be sold to cover food costs, and they must be sold at least 24
hours in advance. You need not advertise the event to the public.

As to your questions concerning who would be the responsible party for a private event or whether any disclaimers signed by patrons would be enforceable, these
concern areas outside the scope of the Board's authority and it is suggested that you contact private counsel. Be aware, however, that the licensee is ultimately
the entity responsible for any liquor and/or related violations that occur on its licensed premises.

THIS OPINION APPLIES ONLY TO THE FACTUAL SITUATION DESCRIBED HEREIN AND DOES NOT INSULATE THE LICENSEE OR OTHERS FROM
CONSEQUENCES OF CONDUCT OCCURRING PRIOR TO ITS ISSUANCE. THE PROPRIETY OF THE PROPOSED CONDUCT HAS BEEN ADDRESSED
ONLY UNDER THE LIQUOR CODE AND REGULATIONS. THE LAWS AND POLICIES ON WHICH THIS OPINION IS BASED ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE BY
THE LEGISLATURE OR THE PENNSYLVANIA LIQUOR CONTROL BOARD.

Very truly yours,

FAITH S. DIEHL
Chief Counsel

c.c. Pennsylvania State Police
Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement
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